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New high-tech surgery removes cancer, rebuilds the digestive system

Last year in the United States, doctors diagnosed 18,000 new cases of cancer of the esophagus, the muscular tube that connects the throat to the stomach. While no one is sure exactly what causes it, age, gender, and a history of acid reflux are risk factors. Now, surgeons are using a new technique to remove the esophagus and help patients recover faster than ever before. "A lot of things can go wrong if you are an inexperienced surgeon doing it alone," said Florida Hospital Tampa Dr. Sharona Ross. Dr. Ross and Dr. Alex Rosemurgy teamed up for a delicate robotic surgery. "Robotic esophagectomy is unique," Dr. Ross added. With one surgeon bedside, and a second at the controls of the robot, incisions are made in the neck and the abdomen and the esophagus is removed. Surgeons are able to avoid the chest area, meaning less chance of serious complications. "We were able to completely bypass the intensive care unit," Dr. Ross said. The robotic surgery also meant a faster recovery time. John was out of the hospital in six days, and he's getting used to life without his esophagus. “It doesn't feel any different,” he said.” Internally, I feel fine. I feel like I have my original strength." NEW TECHNOLOGY: Robotic esophagectomy surgery is a newer approach to removing the esophagus from a patient. This technology allows doctors to make a small incision in the neck and abdomen avoiding the chest cavity all together. The robot allows doctors to visualize their work and perform very fine dissections. With this technique, doctors are able to have 3D visualization while working, allowing for a more precise surgery and little damage. "You do all the dissection in a cancer operation for esophageal cancer nicely and elegantly utilizing the robot", says Sharona Ross, MD, FACS, Surgeon at Florida Hospital Tampa. 

Questions: 

1) Discuss at your tables what you think the significance of this new technology is. Are there positives and negatives to this new technology? Provide examples to support your views.  

2) Life is always evolving along with technology. What do you predict will be some of the technologies that will exist in our future to help medical related illnesses. Will cancer become similar to the black plague? 

