7th Grade Science Literacy
Tides wipe out two homes on Washaway Beach

Drew Mikkelsen and KING 5 Staff 4:34 a.m. PST December 11, 2014

WASHAWAY BEACH, Wash. – Rising tides and eroding beaches destroyed two homes Tuesday in what residents have come to expect as a winter ritual. The land on which the homes rested gave way, sending them crashing into the ocean.  A relative said one of the homes was built in 1973 in what used to be a forested area. You could barely hear the Pacific Ocean when it was built. Jackie Diles and her husband Jerry decided to help move things out of one of the homes. The owners are older and can't move their own belongings out. Their dog was sent to a shelter Tuesday night.  "Time is ticking... I'm watching it out the window," said Jackie.  Washaway Beach, located along south of Westport along Cape Shoalwater has been eroding about 100 feet per year, according to the Washington state Department of Ecology. So, residents know it's just a matter of time.  Some 150 homes have been wiped out since the area was developed in the 1960s. But even before that, over 30 homes were lost or relocated in the 1920s. The Washington state Department of Ecology says erosion has also destroyed a lighthouse, school, Grange Hall and a clam cannery in the past 100 years. The owners thought they had a couple more years before they would lose the home, but saw the waters rise quickly in the past couple of days and got most of their valuables out. Neighbors are taking precautions and moving items out of their homes after what happened.
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