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Last week, Quebec Health Minister Gaétan Barrett tabled a bill that, if passed, will strictly prohibit women over the age of 42 from having access to in vitro fertilization (IVF). While the purpose of the bill, on the surface at least, is to lessen financial strain on the healthcare system, this particular section of the bill doesn't seem to have been included for that purpose. It seems much more likely that what the Quebec government is trying to save is donor eggs, not dollars. When Quebec started providing full health insurance for assistive reproductive technologies (ART) in 2010 it was heralded as a world leader in recognizing infertility as a medical condition. The province had three goals in introducing the program: reduce health care costs resulting from multiple births, enable infertile couples to have children, and increase the number of births in the province by 1,000 to 1,500 per year.


According to data made available by the Center for Disease Control in the United States, the only real difference between 43-year-old women and younger women is the need by the slightly older woman to use donor eggs; women in this age group are not less likely to give birth following an IVF cycle using donor eggs than are women in their late 30s. There has been considerable debate over the ethical implications to using donated genetic materials.

Vocabulary: In Vitro Fertilization - is a one assisted reproductive technology (ART) commonly referred to as IVF. IVF is the process of fertilization by manually combining an egg and sperm in a laboratory dish, and then transferring the embryo to the uterus

Questions:

1) How do you feel about the health ministers decision to limiting in vitro fertilization?

2) What do you think are some connections between age and mutations? 

